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Competencies for sustainable city development:
qualification scheme for climate adaptation in
construction, architecture and planning
As the climate continues to warm, it is increasingly important to
ensure that our cities, towns and homes are properly adapted to cope
with flooding, heatwaves and other types of extreme weather. Funded
by the EU’s Lifelong Learning Programme, CLIMCAP is a two-year
pan-European project set up to develop training in climate change
adaptation for those working in the built environment professions.
The CLIMCAP project is developing an innovative EU-accredited training
qualification offering professionals who work in the built environment sector
the practical skills and knowledge required to plan and deliver adaptation for
the built environment. Integrating climate change adaptation with planning,
architecture and construction at the local level is central to building resilience
to climate change in the places where people live and work.
Working together, experienced partners from five EU countries will share
resources and expertise on known climate change adaptation impacts and
existing training materials and modules, in order to devise a new qualification
scheme. Research has identified that there is a gap in knowledge transfer and
communication between those responsible for spatial design and planning in
urban areas and the leading-edge research and solutions available across Europe.
The CLIMCAP project runs from December 2013 to
November 2015.

Visit the CLIMCAP website at

www.climcap.eu

Training and skills

At the heart of the CLIMCAP project is a focus on training and skills
for effective climate change adaptation, aimed at planners, architects,
and other professionals who work to plan, design, build and maintain
the build environments of our cities, towns and villages.
The changing global climate is causing an increase in extreme
weather impacts and has an effect on the social, economic and
environmental qualities of towns and cities all over Europe. Warmer,
wetter winters and hotter, drier summers create social, environmental
and economic impacts on all urban dwellers and dwellings – and it is
often the most vulnerable in society who are most adversely affected.
Even under the most optimistic greenhouse gas reduction scenarios,
the ongoing process of climate change cannot be stopped. These
impacts create new hazards and vulnerabilities, putting citizens’
quality of life and health at risk. Even though uncertainties remain,
applicable knowledge from science and practice is necessary for
decision-making and for the implementation of adaptation measures.
However, the integration of scientific findings into urban development
and planning practice has not yet taken place, and fixed planning
procedures lack both innovative approaches and adequate knowledge
to integrate effective climate change adaptation measures into
planning and construction practice.
The ultimate aim of CLIMCAP is to develop a training programme
that supports more informed and proactive development of climate
change adaptation measures in cities, towns and villages through
upskilling built environment professionals working on the planning,
design and implementation of adaptation schemes.

CLIMCAP’s key objectives

1

To develop a curriculum that fulfils trainee needs – as identified
by market and demand analyses – by filling the existing gaps in
climate change adaptation training currently provided by
partner countries.

2
3

To develop a training programme that facilitates the transfer of
integrated knowledge on climate change adaptation within the
built environment and within the processes of urban planning.

4

To enable the development of new skills among built
environment professionals that foster an integrated approach
to the implementation of climate change adaptation within
the built environment through the CLIMCAP curriculum and
learning environment.

5

To continually monitor, assess and improve the effectiveness
and efficiency of the CLIMCAP curriculum development and
training course during the lifetime of the project.

For each project partner to pilot the training course within their
partner country and to monitor the experience of trainees and
trainers in order to provide feedback that will improve the final
CLIMCAP training programme.

The CLIMCAP partners
The CLIMCAP partnership – drawn from five EU member states – consists of
six educational institutions, policy institutes and third-sector organisations:
Germany
Ruhr-Universität Bochum
Akademie der Ruhr-Universität gGmbH
Hungary
Energiaklub Climate Policy Institute
Netherlands
Wageningen Academy
Spain
Technical University of Catalonia
UK
Town and Country Planning Association

Participate in CLIMCAP training...
There will be an opportunity to get involved in free CLIMCAP training pilots
that will take place during mid-2015 in Germany, England, the Netherlands,
Hungary and Spain. To find out more about the CLIMCAP training,
visit www.climcap.eu
To find out more about the UK training, contact:
Isobel Bruun-Kiær, European and Projects Officer,
TCPA, 17 Carlton House Terrace, London, SW1Y 5AS
e: Isobel.Bruun-Kiær@tcpa.org.uk
t: +44(0) 20 7930 8903
Twitter: @CLIMCAP
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